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Welcome to Algebra 1!  In Algebra 1 you will be exploring and learning through a variety of different methods, including some individual, group, class and hands on activities.  It is really important that you keep up with the material in this class.  This means if you need any extra help PLEASE let me know!  I will do my best to be available for extra help if you are willing to put in extra effort.  I am looking forward to the semester ahead!

I.
Materials:

This is what you need to bring with you EVERY day to class:
· Algebra 1 Textbook
· Algebra 1 Notebook & Folder or Binder
· Pencil or Pen
If you are missing any of these materials, you will be sent back to your locker and marked tardy if it causes you to be late!  We will be using the TI 30 calculators during class.  You will be responsible for your specific calculator during your hour, assigned by number.  If you notice any damage to your calculator when you enter class, please let me know RIGHT AWAY!
II.
Rules and Expectations
ALWAYS DISPLAY MOTT PRIDE
Be Prepared, Be Respectful, Be Involved, Be Determined, Be Enthusiastic

Prepared

· Students are expected to be in class with all materials necessary, in their assigned seat when the bell rings.

· Students are expected to be following dress code. In addition, there will be no backpacks, purses, coats or hats allowed in the classroom.  Students with hoodies on are expected to keep the hoods off in the classroom.
Respectful

· Students are expected to listen and be polite towards all staff members, other students and guest teachers.

· Assignments given with guest teachers will be worth double in the gradebook.
· Students are expected to raise their hand to be recognized.  Please do not speak out of turn or interrupt others.
· Students are expected to respect the classroom environment and classroom materials.
· Students are expected to use their indoor voice and professional language.

· Students are expected to use technology in a respectful manner.  That means any calculators borrowed should be treated respectfully.  The cell phone policy will be addressed in section IV.
Involved

· Students are expected to participate in all class activities.  Please do not sleep or put your head down during class!

· Students are expected to participate, be engaged and offer input into classroom discussions, group activities and individual activities.
· Students are expected to be involved in class.  Ear buds are not to be worn in the classroom.
Determined

· Students are expected to be on time for class.
· Students are expected to use their class time wisely and work during the hour.
· I will say “good-bye” when it is time to be dismissed – please do not line up by my door!

· Work is expected to be done neatly and have your name on it.  Failure to do this may result in a zero on the assignment.
Enthusiastic

· Students are expected to have a positive attitude in the classroom.
· Students are expected to be supportive of new ideas and people in the classroom.
III.
Passes

You are expected to remain in class the entire class period.  Should you need to leave the classroom for any reason you will need to use a pass.  You are given 3 passes per quarter.  Any left at the end of the quarter are extra credit.  To use a pass, wait for an appropriate time, ask, I will sign it and you can go.  Please bring the pass back to me when you get back.  If for some reason you are caught abusing pass privileges and/or security has to bring you back to class you will lose all pass privileges in my room with no extra credit given.
IV.  Cell Phones

There will be NO cell phone use allowed in the classroom.  I suggest you leave them locked up safely in your locker.  If you choose to bring them to class, you must place them in the numbered pouches before class begins.  However, I will not be responsible for any lost, damaged, stolen or broken phones if you choose to leave them in the pouches during class.  They are safest locked up in your locker!  If I hear or see a cell phone on you, whether you are using it or not, consequences will follow for insubordination.
V.
Grading

Your quarter grade will be determined by weighted points, based on the WCS Grading Policy.  The following categories will be weighted with the corresponding percentages.



· Test and Quizzes will be worth 75%

· Other Assessments will be worth 25%

The following percentages will represent the corresponding grades:
Above 98%
A+

73% - 76%
C

*Semester grades will be weighted 40%
93% - 97%
A

70% - 72%
C-

first quarter, 40% second quarter and
90% - 92%
A–

67% - 69%
D+

20% final exam. A student must receive a
87% - 89%
B+

63% - 66%
D

grade of a D- or higher and
pass 2 of the 
83% - 86%
B

60% - 62%
D-

3 categories to receive credit for the 
80% - 82%
B-

50% - 59%
E

semester.

77% - 79%
C+

Below 49%
F





 
VI.
Assessments & Classwork
Assessment will be given in various forms.  You will be given traditional tests/quizzes, classwork, homework, bookwork, problem solving, projects etc.  

Assessments/Traditional Tests & Quizzes
· These are designed to assess your knowledge up this point.  You should be preparing with any practice work I am giving you up to that point and/or checking your previous work that’s been handed back and learning from your mistakes.  Please do not use this time to ask questions on how to do things.  You need to make sure you are asking questions in class leading up to test or quiz day!

· These are usually given with advance notice.  Typically, they will be given without the use of notes.  You will need to ensure your phones, headphones or any other electronics are put away.  You may use a calculator if I permit it, but not your phone calculator.  If I see any unpermitted technology, you will be given a zero and written up for academic dishonesty.  You are also not allowed to communicate with other students during these type of assessments.  Again, if I see any of this happening, you will be given a zero and written up for academic dishonesty. 
Classwork/Homework 
· I do not collect every assessment and/or grade every assessment.  Some of them are strictly for your practice, some of them will be graded for right and wrong and some of them will be graded for completeness.  You will not know in advance what I am collecting and what I am not, so please do all work when assigned!

· I will give you clear due dates when assessments are handed out.  If I tell you something is due at the end of the hour, this means it must be turned in before you leave or you need to see me to make other arrangements.  If you take something home to finish or something is assigned as homework, it is due at the beginning of the hour the following day.  If these requirements are not met, the assignment will be marked missing and not given full credit.  You may receive half credit, if you turn the assignment in late.  
***No late work will be accepted after the final assessment for that concept has been given.
· Please make sure you are doing your own work.  If you are caught copying someone else’s work, or are using your phone to look up answers, you will be given a zero and written up for academic dishonesty.  Assignments leading up to test or quiz day are designed for you to learn and practice the skills you will need.  This is the time you want to be asking questions and ensuring you will be able to perform on bigger assessments.
VII.
Attendance & Participation

Good attendance is essential to students doing well in this class, as well as succeeding in the real world.  It is important for you to be in class, ON TIME when the bell rings.  Excessive absences will make it VERY difficult to keep up with the material.  Not only will it be hard for you to keep up with the material, but additional consequences will follow the school wide attendance policy.
VIII.
Absent Work

If you are going to be out for an extended period of time, please do not hesitate to contact me so we can work something out.  Should you have an absence, you will need to adhere to the following regarding the work that was missed.

· It is your responsibility to pick up the missed assignments, complete them and hand them into me.  All handouts you may have missed will be filed away for you to pick up.  Please write your name and the word “absent” at the top of any papers to receive full credit.  Your grade will be recorded as a zero until you make up the absent work.  You have one day for each day you are absent to complete the assignment.  

· Any test or quiz that is missed must be made up the day you return to class, or by appointment with me before or after school.  Failure to do so will result in a zero on that test or quiz.

· If you are absent the day before a test or quiz, you will still be responsible for taking the test or quiz on the original date.  You are notified of tests and quizzes well in advance.  Make sure you are bringing your stuff home each night to study just in case!

· In order for any work to be accepted, your absence must be excused within 48 hours of the absence.  If you are marked UNV for the date of the assignment, test, quiz, etc. you will still have the opportunity to complete the work, but you will be given a zero in the grade book.
***No absent work will be accepted after the final assessment for that concept has been given.
IX.  Correcting Work

I encourage you to learn from your mistakes and fix them before test day!  Therefore, you are allowed to correct any assignment graded for correctness to earn points back.  The corrections must be done on a separate sheet of paper and stapled to your original assignment.  You must show your work to receive points back.  You may correct assignments up until the test for that concept is given.  After that, you will not be allowed to submit corrections.  

***No corrections will be accepted after the final assessment for that concept has been given.
Helpful Sites & Tools:
My Website:  www.mrstaylorsclasspage.weebly.com
· Links to all of these sites, including some math games and extra online help, are on my website.
· Lesson Plans and other information that may be needed in class.
Online Textbook:  http://my.hrw.com
· Login:  WMAlgebra
· Password:  mrstaylor
Kahn Academy:  http://www.khanacademy.org/
· Videos of lectures broken up by topic.
· Also has a link to your college board account.

· Has lots of SAT practice resources

Desmos:  https://www.desmos.com/
· Free Online graphing calculator

· Also has a free app you can download on your phone to use that graphing calculator
CK-12:  https://www.ck12.org/
· Videos of lectures broken up by topic.
· Online access to books broken up by topic
· Free games to play by topic.
September 6, 2019
Dear parent or guardian,

I am delighted to have your student in my Algebra 1 class.  I believe this will be an exciting semester for all of us!

Please take a moment to read and review the syllabus your student received in class today.  These guidelines are important in establishing a positive classroom environment.  Please remove and return the portion below with your signature and information by Tuesday, September 10.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding your student’s progress or behavior.  I always encourage students to come to me if they are struggling with any of the material.  The best way to contact me is by e-mail at: MTaylor@wcskids.net.  You can also reach me at (586) 574 - 3250 ext. 13407.  Also, you are welcome to sign up for the Remind 101 texts or emails to receive the same reminders your students are receiving.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  I look forward to the semester ahead!








Mrs. Taylor
Date ________________________________

Dear Mrs. Taylor,
I have read and discussed your syllabus with my student.  We understand what it takes to succeed in your classroom and will do our best to ensure that _____________________________________________ does indeed succeed.

_________________________________________
Student Signature

_________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

_____________________________
Parent/Guardian Home Phone Number

_____________________________
Parent/Guardian Alternate Phone Number

_____________________________
Parent/Guardian E-mail address
Please include anything you need me to know about your student on the back of this (
